RESEARCH PROJECT GUIDELINES
STUDENT INFORMATION

The Research Project represents one third of the credits for the MSc.  It should involve an appropriate amount of time.  Overall you should expect to spend the equivalent of 3 months (about 60 working days) on the background reading, data collection and final presentation.  For full time students this means you will do little else from mid June to mid September.  For part-time students, this means doing at least 1 day per week for the ENTIRE SECOND YEAR (or the equivalent in short blocks).

Preliminary discussions with Programme co-ordinators should take place during term one.  On the basis of these discussions and discussions with other staff, you will be allocated a (first) supervisor to provide overall supervision.  A second supervisor will also be appointed to assist you in the project.  Full time students should have a draft  research project plan NO LATER than 30th April. Finishing part time/modular students should have discussed a draft research plan NO LATER than December in the year prior to the intended completion year, e.g. December 2006 for completion in September 2007, Christmas in their final year

Literature Review, including Research Plan

A document comprising an outline review of the key Literature together with a detailed draft Plan will should be submitted by 31st March for part time finishing students and 30th April for full time students.  This document should be less than 5000 words (usually a lot less).  A thorough review of key literature is important, but you should expect to continue expanding your reading during the subsequent project time.  This document literature review is not assessed, but will form the basis for the Introduction to the final report (see below).  Enough detail should be included in the project plan for an informed reader to be able to critique the proposed methodology.

Ethics

If working with an established research group then ethical cover may already be in place.  Otherwise, studies involving human subjects or patients will require you to obtain ethical approval.  Some information is on the Research Methods module web pages (http://www.csp.org.uk/uploads/documents/csp_effecprac_res07.htm; http://www.archway.ac.uk/Activities/Departments/SHHP/downloads/MSc_physiotherapy_sports_medicine_30_9_05.ppt).  Studies involving human volunteers go through UCL Ethics (http://www.grad.ucl.ac.uk/ethics/).  Studies involving patients or NHS staff need to go through the Central Office for Regional Ethics Committees (COREC;  http://www.corec.org.uk/).  Allow at least 10 weeks for getting ethical approval. NOTE: The draft Research Plan can form the basis for the ‘protocol’ required for ethics submission.

Final project reports

1. Maximum length for all projects 10,000 words – including the full literature review. that is incorporated into the Introduction.

2. We suggest modelling on scientific paper layout. However project reports are generally longer than a typical paper, allowing for more detail, particularly on a) methods, b) results.  Use main headings: Title page – Index - Abstract – Introduction plus literature review – Methodology – Results -– Discussion – References.  Use sub-headings within these sections.  The original data from which you derive your results, e.g. traces, images etc., must be included in your report.  Samples should be in the main report.  It is recommended that you should put all the raw data in the appendices.  This will not be included in your total word total. 

3. Work needs to be word-processed, double-spaced, 12 point font on single-sided A4 paper.  Number the pages.

4. Use the referencing system where in text you give Author/date.

5. Use the Alphabetical system at the end for the reference list e.g. Harvard System.

Final Submission Date:

The hand in date for the research for the project report is Tuesday August 28th. This is a hard deadline and no extensions can be granted.

Two bound hard copies plus one electronic copy (via CD or email) MUST be supplied.)  Please do not e-mail project reports that exceed 5 Mb in length!!

Some points regarding Layout:

Use sub – headings as appropriate

Use Harvard referencing system – Alphabetical list 

Refer to references in the text by first author and date

Where a separate draft literature review has already been submitted, this should be incorporated, with suitable additions from further reading, as section 1 (the Introduction or Lit Review) of the final report. For MSc in Sport and Exercise Medicine it is not necessary to submit a separate Literature Review and Research Project.  The word total for the Research Project should be 10000 words.

Research Presentation

10 minute presentation with an additional 5 minutes for you to answer any questions.  The audience comprises external examiners, university academics, clinicians, course tutors, clinical supervisors and your fellow students and guests.  Presentations should be practised and should use PowerPoint slides and/or clear overheads for illustration. Presentation dates will be in the weeks 11-22 Sept.
 
 
